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A message from 
the Commodore 

As my term as Commodore comes to a close, I find myself reflecting with 
gratitude and pride on the time we have shared as a Masthead Cove 
community. It has been an honor to serve a club rooted in tradition, 
seamanship and friendship, and to help guide us through another chapter of 
its story. 
 
Over the past two years, we have enjoyed memorable sails, lively social events 
and countless moments on the moorings and docks that remind us why this 
club matters. None of this would have been possible without the dedication of 
our flag officers, board members, committee chairs and volunteers. Your time, 
energy and passion has kept the club moving forward, even when the winds 
were light or the seas a bit choppy. 
 
I am especially proud of the spirit of camaraderie that continues to define us. 
New members were welcomed, long-time members shared their wisdom, and 
together we strengthened the bonds that make this club feel like home. 
 
As I pass the gavel to our incoming Commodore, JP, I do so with confidence in 
the leadership ahead and optimism for the future. Thank you for the trust you 
placed in me and for the privilege of serving.  
 
Fair winds and following seas to all. 
George 
 





The History of Masthead Cove Yacht Club 

by Sue and Jerry Sinofsy 
 

Editor’s Note: As part of our treasure trove from the MCYC archives, we’re delighted that Associate 

Member Peyton Harrison, our club archivist, uncovered this wonderful article about the founding of 

Masthead. Enjoy!  

 

It all started in the Coneys yard, the main one at New York Avenue, in the very early spring of 1975. As 

you all know, between sanding, painting and polishing, sailors like to talk, talk and talk some more. Guys 

like Ed Jacob, and sailors you may never have heard of like Joe Spalone, George Albright, Bob Goldberg, Ira 

Futterman and Harry Zirkel.  

 

We talked about an idea for a new yacht club, one that would meet all our needs and fit our budget. Bob 

and Matt Coneys heard about our idea and with their knowledge we had an informal meeting in the back 

of the restaurant called Kappy’s on New York Avenue. At that meeting there were 12 sailors.  

 

To have a club you need officers, and since we could not hold an election, it was decided to put names in 

a hat for the first year, and behold Masthead’s first officers: 

 
Commodore Joe Spalone 

Vice Commodore Jerry Sinofsky 

Treasurer Harry Zirkel 

Rear Commodore Bob Goldberg 

 

Ira Futterman, an attorney, volunteered to arrange for the incorporation for the club. The group met every 

Tuesday night in the back of Kappy’s to go over what seems like hundreds of details such as: the name of 

the club, the burgee, cruising, social functions, membership, by-laws, etc.  

 

The name of the club and the design of the burgee had to be completely new and not conflicting with 

names and burgees of hundreds of other clubs in the Lloyd’s Register of Ships. If you have the book, 

Masthead is in there with our burgee, our location and our current officers. 

 

The name Masthead Cove was picked arbitrarily after the initials of Matt Coneys to honor him for his help. 

As a matter of fact, he graciously presented the club with our first 50 burgees after it was designed.  

 

As the word spread about our new club, it grew to 25 members. Dues at that time were a modest $25 a 

year. We held our first official meeting in the back of some bar near Huntington where everyone proudly 

received his burgee. It should be noted that we had 100% attendance.  

 

The spring and fall racing were simple. One division of about 10 – 15 boats, and it was fun. Nobody really 

knew the racing rules. Miss Sugar, our boat, even won occasionally. We were a Pearson 30 then.  

 

Cruising was a very important part of the club function; there were many two- or three-boat cruises. We 

went with six boats to Newport. Many more meetings were held, and in one of them the idea of “our 

Clubhouse Mooring” in Lloyd Harbor came up. 

A book can be written about the trials and tribulations of getting started, and the names of those sailors I 

mentioned, and many more who worked extremely hard to smooth over the very rough spots. All of us 

know the result of those early efforts.  

 

The basis for the club then was “to initiate a sailing program that provides challenging and stimulating 

experiences for its members with an opportunity for individual participation in many areas of sailing.” This 

is still the basis today. That should be the basis for tomorrow. 

So now you know the real story of how MCYC began. 
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MCYC: A Legacy of Charitable Giving 
 

Over the 50 years of MCYC’s history, one of the things that has always been a constant is our club’s dedication to supporting 
the community. From our earliest days, we have embraced worthwhile causes through activities and fundraising events.  

Special Olympics New York/Long Island, which offers Olympic-style sports for 
children and adults with intellectual disabilities, was our first benefactor of The 
Masthead Race and Post-Race Party. In addition, we positively impacted the lives of 
many Special Olympians with our “Day in the Sun” events, where MCYC boats hosted 
athletes for a short sail around the Bay, followed by lunch at Gold Star Battalion Beach.  

Every year, MCYC members actively participate by taking educational 
classes and participating in other important activities as part of 

Huntington Safe Boating Week, presented by the Greater 
Huntington Boating Council, of which Masthead is a founding member.  

We hope everyone will help carry the torch in support of MCYC’s continued commitment to donating 
funds and other support to worthwhile charities, for decades to come. 

After our time partnering with Special Olympics, MCYC  honored the 
memory of Past Commodore Carol Marcincuk by donating the 

proceeds from The Masthead Race and Party to Cold Spring 
Harbor Laboratory. Carol, who passed away from cancer, was 
a longtime employee of CSHL. MCYC has raised more than 
$110,000 in support of CSHL’s cancer research initiatives.  

When the Covid pandemic hit in 2020, Masthead, along with 
most other organizations, was forced to socially distance, so 
we couldn’t be together for cruises and charity events. 

Instead, our fleet showed our deepest gratitude to 
Huntington-area first responders and others who 
worked tirelessly to help those in need by forming a huge 
heart in the Bay with our boats. The magnificent initiative 
was brilliantly conceived and executed by then-Fleet Cruise 
Captain JP Nel (Nels’ Belle). 

In 2023, a number of MCYC boats joined Centerport Yacht Club to benefit  SailAhead, whose mission is to 
help heal veterans at its Take a Veteran Sailing event, hosting war veterans who have physical and/or 
psychological (PTSD) disorders, for a sail out to the East of Lloyds Neck, past Bell 8.  

Helping to brighten the lives of children living with critical illness and their families, MCYC 

supported Make-A-Wish Foundation Metro New York through fundraising efforts and 
taking kids and their parents sailing. 



MCYC’s Spectacular Golden Change of Watch  

 

An Extraordinary Party, Gifts, Generous Sponsors and 
Deserving Awardees 

 
At the end of every sailing season, Masthead members gather for a 
wonderful celebratory evening at our annual Change of Watch event. This 
year was even more special as we celebrated our 50th anniversary! In 
addition to the amazing food and drinks, we tore up the dance floor to 
the sounds of a terrific live band, the Rockaholics. We were also treated 
to lovely gifts of anniversary-themed drinking tumblers and coasters. And 
one lucky member at each table got to take home the beautiful 
centerpieces creatively designed by Jackie Martin (Whirlaway) and put 
together by several members, using fresh donated greens from people’s 
yards. 
 
We’re also extremely grateful to our very generous CoW sponsors: 
 Empire Ford, our Premier Sponsor (through member Brad Simon, 

Avanzare) 
 Coneys Marine 
 Alex DiMartini (Our Honeymoon) 
 Kabco Benefits Group (Dickran Kabarajian, Blind Faith) 
 United Realty (Gary Schacker, Exhale) 
  
And there were Awards! Big congrats to this year’s recipients: 
 
 The Masthead Award, Bill Marrero (Optimistic) 
 Phil Dworkin Sportsmanship Award, Ed Dicken (Hat Trick) 
 Past Commodore’s Trophy, Jim Reichel (Scapegoat) 
 Wally Hughes Seamanship Award, Shirley and JP Nel (Nels’ Belle) 
 Brittania Cup Cruising Award, Stan O’Marra (Frankie Anne) 
 Seaford Marine Distance Trophy, Rich Correll (Loki 4) 
 The Bent Anchor Award, Alex DiMartini (Our Honeymoon) 
 
 





A Long Time Ago, in a Dealership Far, Far Away 

631 271-6800 Ext. 1178    BSimon@eagny.com 

333 W Jericho Turnpike, Huntington, NY 11743 



And Now a Word from Our Sponsors 
 

Honoring The Masthead’s Advertisers 
 
 

Over the many years of publishing The Masthead, our teams of editors and graphic designers have 

been happy to bring you a variety of articles, photos and other content. But we couldn’t do it without 

our wonderful advertisers! 

 

We offer our sincere thanks and a big tip of our captain’s hats to our current loyal supporters, many 

of whom have been advertising since the very early days: 

 

Alan R. Mott Agency 

Compass Rose Marine Supply 

Coneys Marine  

Huntington Marine Services (Diver, Diver, Diver) 

OneSails 

Sailon Auto Electric 

Sea Tow  

Seymour’s Boatyard 

West Shore Marina  

Willis Marine Center 

 

 

 

 

Also, a very special recognition to our member-advertisers: 
 

 

Empire Ford, Brad Simon, Avanzare 

J.P. Morgan, Stephen O’Reilly, Water Music 

Kabco Benefits Group, Dickran Kabarajian, Blind Faith 

Merola Tile, Kevin Merola, Gratitude 

Mindfully Inspiring, Kat Lee, Risky Sunsets 

United Realty, Gary Schacker, Exhale 

 

 

 

 

Please remember to support all our generous sponsors by patronizing their businesses – and 

referring them to others! – letting them know that you saw their ads in The Masthead! 



Masthead Cove “Long-Timers” Celebrate   

Their Many Years of Membership 

We’re always delighted to see MCYC grow and thrive as we add new sailors to our 

ranks. And in this, our 50th year, we honor our current members who have been with 

the club for more than 25 years! Here are some of their reflections. 

Scott (and Marilyn) Gerber 

Late Harvest (Members since 1994) 

For more than 31 years MCYC has been a fabulous resource of all 

things sailing on a local level. It has afforded Marilyn and me the 

opportunity to make loyal friends who are upbeat and help make 

our boating experience such an important cornerstone that 

enhances our lives. I would be remiss to not mention Boys & Buoys/

Gals & Gals, as well as the SOBs (Sailors on Bikes). Both these 

Masthead offshoot groups also provide a deep sense of enjoyment!  

Jason Palmer 

Sea Note (Member since 1987. The Palmers joined MCYC in the very early days of its founding) 

Our family have been members of Masthead for as long as I can 

remember. MCYC represents the best parts of a Yacht Club: accessibility, 

great people, social activities, and of course, sailing. My two favorite 

memories of Masthead are the Saugatuck cruises of 2017 and 2019. Mom 

was battling cancer, and these were rare opportunities to forget about 

treatments for a long weekend and just enjoy the open water. In 2019, the 

weather was perfect. Mom was thoroughly enjoying her "Lifestyles of the 

Rich and Famous" moments, snacking in the warm sun 

and just relaxing. This is what Sailing was all about. 

 

In 2017, the weather was less cooperative. Not only did I get to test my boat-

handling skills, but this photo of me decked out in my finest sailing attire was 

the one that I used on my dating profile. So, you could say that MCYC helped 

me find my girlfriend. Masthead will always hold a special place in my heart, for 

the memories it helped create with Mom, and for contributing to meeting my 

girlfriend. :-) 

LATE HARVEST 

SAUGATUCK 5/27/19 

REMEMBERING BOBBI PALMER 

JASON AT THE HELM 



 Jackie (and Dan) Martin 

 Whirlaway and previously Unbridled (Members since 1999) 

Dan and I are so pleased and honored to be part of this fabulous 

club. Here is how we got hooked! Our introduction to MCYC was 

through the gracious generosity of Dave Strickler (then 

Commodore). Dan was trying to plan a summer cruise for Eaton’s 

Light Yacht Club. ELYC had pretty much aged out of cruising at 

that time, so we thought maybe we could combine a few of our 

members with Masthead, which we had learned so much about 

from the folks at Coneys. Dave invited us along providing there was room for our reservations. As it 

turned out, we were the ONLY boat to reserve from ELYC – to our tremendous good fortune! 

 

At that time, we owned our Catalina 30, Unbridled, and our distance cruising experience was very 

limited. We departed on the MCYC one-week cruise to Newport with total strangers and spent the 

first night alone on the Port Jeff mooring, wondering how the next 10 days or so would unfold. We 

just prayed that our older boat would not break down. And we figured that if we were not having 

fun, we could always turn back. 

 

We completed the next leg to Westbrook. Before we could hop off 

the boat to secure our lines, we were greeted by a group of 

Masthead members to tie us up, as they invited us to join them for a 

barbeque that evening. I will never forget the joy and relief I felt and 

how gracious they were. 

 

By the time we headed home from Newport, we had several people 

willing to sponsor us for membership. We never looked back. Yes, we took a chance cruising with 

people we didn’t know, but they made it easy! After all, we are all sailors. 

 

There were many cruises and activities to come, all organized by caring and fun-loving club 

members. We have been so honored to be part of MCYC for 26 years. We will be forever grateful 

to our friends and sponsors, Marilyn and Jack Posner, and Chris and Bill Habermaas. 

Ginger Bourguignon and Rich Correll 

Loki (Members since 1979) 

It's all about the friends we've made and continue to make! We 

all share the same passion for sailing. 

UNBRIDLED 

WHIRLAWAY 

LOKI 3 



 
 

It’s been my honor to bring you 
our member news, from joyful 
milestones, to offering 
supportive words for challenging 
times. As I step down from my 
post, I’m happy to hand over the 
reins to Barbara Dicken (Hat 
Trick), who will do a great job as 
your new Sunshine columnist! 
Please share all your 
happenings with her at 
sunshine@mastheadcoveyc.org 
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