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 Please support our advertisers, as they make a meaningful contribution to sustaining our Club. If you  
recommend someone to an advertiser, please ask them to mention they came from Masthead.  

Having been in the business for more than 30 years, I’m often asked about the most important things to 
consider when insuring a boat. These are key points that come to mind. 
 
• First and foremost, read the exclusions. Understand what is not covered on the policy so you have no 

surprises should a loss occur. 
 
• Make sure the policy is Agreed Value in lieu of Actual Cash Value.  Agreed Value means if you totally 

lose your boat the company will pay you the agreed amount stated on the declarations page. Actual 
Cash Value will pay replacement cost less depreciation (similar to your auto policy). 

 
• Always know your navigation limits on the policy, because if you navigate out of these limits there will 

be no coverage should a loss occur.  
 

• Keeping with that, know what your layup warranty is on the policy. This will tell you when you are able 
to navigate the vessel and when your vessel is required to be out of commission. If you use the boat 
during the layup period, there will be no coverage should a loss occur. 

 
• I would always make sure there is wreck removal coverage included, as that can be a large expense. 

 

• If you have an Agreed Value policy there will still be parts of the boat that will be depreciated. Engines, 
masts, cushions, etc.  I would make myself aware of that as well. 

What to Look for in a Boat Insurance Policy 

By Kathy Gryski, President, Alan R. Mott Agency 

About Our Company 
 

The Alan Mott Agency started in the 70s when my father, Al Mott, was selling boats at the local marina. 
He was asked where to go for marine insurance so often that he decided to obtain his broker’s license 
and sell it himself.  
 
The Marine Insurance business grew so much that he no longer had time to sell boats. My father, along 
with the help of my mother, Ann, grew the business to the point where they needed more 
employees.  So, my brother, Tom, and I got onboard about 30 years ago. My brother and I purchased the 
Agency in 2004.  
 
We specialize in marine insurance only. Not only do we have clients throughout the US focusing mostly 
on the east coast, but we cater to many other brokers as well. I’m currently the sole owner of the 
business, as Tom has moved on. My team and I pride ourselves on our hard work and excellent 
customer service. 
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A message from the 
Commodore 

The season is all but here! Boats are being launched and I’ve seen 
some Masthead members out and about on the water. Soon the rest 
will follow, and we will be out in force. 
 
Our first land event, the Spring Brunch, was held to kick off the 
season. I was delighted to see many of you there. As your board was 
giving a run-down of what’s to come, a reoccurring theme arose: 
Family. We are one big family. That’s very apparent, whether you’re 
on the water, at the dock, attending one of our events, or walking 
around the boatyard, you will always find a friendly face and a 
helping hand. I feel that is a core trait that makes Masthead great!  
 
On May 5th we will have our Cinco de Mayo Boatyard gathering. This 
is where we all socialize, and prospective members get a chance to 
have a “taste” of MCYC. They can experience that sense of family to 
see what we are all about. Don't forget to invite those new friends 
you met in the boatyard and around town over the winter. I look 
forward to seeing you there!  
 
Our shakedown cruise to Port Jefferson will take place on Memorial 
Day weekend. James has many fun activities planned for the 
weekend. I won’t ruin any surprises, however it promises to be a 
great time with something for everyone! 
 
On the racing front, we have the Lady Skippers Race on June 1st. 
This is the race where the women show off their skills, and the 
winner has her name etched in history.  
 
I’m looking forward to a great season and spending time with my 
Masthead family!  
 
 
Calm seas and a prosperous voyage, 

George 





by Linda Simon (Avanzare), Past Commodore 
 
It's a great annual ritual: The Masthead Boatyard Barbecue at Coneys Marine, held on 
the first Sunday in May. This year, since the event falls on the 5th, we’re celebrating 
Cinco de Mayo!  
 
Instead of our usual yummy burgers and hot dogs, get your taste buds ready for some 
awesome tacos, guac and other delicious Mexican fare – in addition to soft drinks and 
cerveza, of course!  
 
This is a free event, fully funded by MCYC and open to all members – PLUS any other 
sailors who might want to join our great club. So, lay down your paintbrush and tools, 
and come as you are from working on your boats. And invite others who you meet in the 
yard, at local marine stores and elsewhere to attend. 
 
The details: 
 
WHAT: Masthead’s Cinco de Mayo Celebration 
DATE:  Sunday, May 5th 
TIME:  12:00 Noon 
PLACE:  Coneys Marine, 32 New York Avenue, Huntington  
  (near the boat shed in the back parking lot)  
  HUGE THANKS TO CONEYS, AS ALWAYS! 
BRING:  Your appetite! (And a chair if you’d like; seating is limited) 
 

HOLA, MARINEROS! 
IT’S CINCO DE MAYO 

AT CONEYS 
Fun, Casual 

Socializing! 
ALL 

WELCOME! 

GREAT 

FOOD! 
NO COST!! 





We encourage you to participate as much as possible and remember,  
BOAT SMART, BOAT SAFE!  

Saturday, May 18  
• New York State 8-Hour Safe Boating Class 

• Courtesy Vessel Safety Inspections 

• CPR Certification 

 

Sunday, May 19 

• Huntington Waterfront Festival & Craft Fair 
 

Monday, May 20 

• Unraveling the Mystery of Nautical Knots 

• Towing Versus Salvage: What you need to know before 
you call for assistance 

Tuesday, May 21 

• Suddenly in Command: What would you do if you had 
to take the helm? 

 
Wednesday, May 22 

• Unlocking Radar Navigation 
 

Thursday, May 23 

• The Greater Huntington Boating Council Presents, 
Meet the Commodores 

2024 Huntington Safe Boating Week, May 18 – 23…  
All Aboard! 

By Jackie Martin (Whirlaway), Past Commodore, MCYC Representative 

As we gear up for another season on the water, the Greater Huntington Boating Council is pleased to present 
this year’s Safe Boating Week! Taking place in various locations around the area, the activities – all offered at no 
charge – kick off on Saturday, May 18 and run through Thursday evening the 23rd.  
 
Among the highlights for 2024 is our CPR Certification Course on May 18. Space is limited, so sign up soon! 
(Note: $50 deposit refunded after completion of class.) Other activities can be found on the Registration Page. 
And watch for emails with more details. Highlights include: 

https://www.huntingtonsafeboatingweek.com/meet-the-commodores-2024/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/huntington-safe-boating-week-presents-cpr-tickets-883859687117
https://www.huntingtonsafeboatingweek.com/program-registration/


The Spring Brunch is like an MCYC family reunion each year. Since we had little 
interaction with each other for a few months, we were all excited to see each other 
again.  
 
The Head of the Bay Club provided a perfect view over our summer playground. And 
even though it was a little windy with whitecaps in the bay, I know many were thinking 
about being out there. The clusters of cheerful conversations included updates on 
activities over the holidays, travel to warm places, current boat projects, and more.    
 

The Ship Store was open, and Karen Gatto (Alastor), Rear Commodore, had quite a busy 
afternoon, as members stocked up on MCYC branded items for the upcoming season. As 
we have gotten accustomed to at the Bay Club, the brunch fare did not disappoint, and I 
saw many members go back for more. 
 

George Link, our intrepid Commodore (Escape Plan), welcomed everyone to the event 
and provided updates on activities planned for the rest of the season. George called on 
Karla Marrero (Optimistic), our MCYC Cheerleader (aka Membership Chair), to introduce 
new members.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year Karla enlisted the support of the Simons and the Ingrams to share their 
experience with the club over the years. New members were warmly welcomed by the 
existing members and received their club burgees, before having their pictures taken 
with the MCYC officers.  
 

Our guest speaker this year was from the Whaling Museum & Education Center in Cold 
Spring Harbor. Meridith McLaughlin, Museum Educator, provided insights into the lives 
of the wives of whalers. She did so in a very charming and engaging manner. Judging 
by all the questions following the presentation I think it is safe to say that Meredith was 
well received.  
 
As usual, the cutting of the MCYC sheet cake and coffee signaled the end of another 
great MCYC event. I look forward to seeing everyone at our next event, “Cinco de Mayo,” 
on May 5th at Coneys. 

By JP Nel (Nels’ Belle II), Vice Commodore 





Our friends and family at Masthead 

Cove Yacht Club are welcome to 

buy direct! 

 

Choose from our selection of 

porcelain, ceramic and mosaic 

tiles! 

 

Come visit our showroom at  

20 Reed Place 

Amityville NY 11701 

631-464-4444 

Est. 1988 

Merola Tile supports 

Masthead Cove Yacht Club! 



The Sunshine Corner 
by Valerie Link (Escape Plan), Sunshine Columnist  

FOR SALE 

1977 CATALINA 22 

 Excellent condition. Features a spacious cabin, galley and sleeps 5. Very well-maintained, with trailer 
for storage and travel. Fixed keel for stable cruising or racing. Sails and running rigging are in great 
shape. Reliable 9.9 Suzuki 2-stroke outboard engine. Includes many other features. Asking $5,999. 
Contact  Ed Dicken 516.633.4519 or at edicken@computersurgeon.com. 

Hello, fellow MCYC members! As a new feature to the Sunshine column, this year we’re excited to 
acknowledge member birthdays, and we hope everyone would like to be included. Don’t worry – 
we’re just looking for month and date, not the year, for those of you who are shy about your age! 
Please go mastheadcoveyc.org/sunshine and fill in just three blanks. Be sure to include your first 
and last name – we do have some repeat names in the club!  

 
Sending Belated Birthday Wishes to: 

Bill Marrero (Optimistic) – April 3 

Bill Hendler (Nereid) – April 11 

Jackie Martin (Whirlaway) – April 22   
 

And a Happy Upcoming Birthday to: 
Peyton Harrison (Associate) – May 4 

  
 
Also in this issue, we’re sending Good Vibes and Quick Rally to Jackie Martin (Whirlaway).  
 

Don’t forget, we’d really like to hear the happy and not-so-happy news about you and/or other MCYC 
members. Please email items to sunshine@mastheadcoveyc.org. Thank you and we look forward 
to continuing to share all our member happenings! 

https://mastheadcoveyc.org/sunshine/
mailto:sunshine@mastheadcoveyc.org




Attention all female racers – and those who would like to try racing! It’s time to 
sign up for the MCYC Lady Skippers Race!  The event is set for Saturday, June 
1st, with the First Warning Signal at 2:00 pm.  A few details: 
 

–  The race will be governed by the rules as defined in Racing Rules of Sailing 
2021-24  
–  A female must control the helm at all times while racing  
–  The regatta is open to all MCYC member boats  
–  MCYC Handicaps. No PHRF certificates needed 

–  The course will be posted on Race Committee vessel and announced on VHF 
channel 72  
 
To sign up and for more info, contact me: racing@mastheadcoveyc.org. Let’s 
make this a great race! 

Calling All Women Sailors! 

Join the Lady Skippers Race on June 1st 

By Ed Dicken (Hat Trick), Fleet Racing Captain 

 

Ahoy, Sailors. It’s almost time for our big Commissioning Raft-Up! And this is REALLY 
IMPORTANT for all sailors participating: PLEASE go to  https://tinyurl.com/RaftUpMCYC and 
RSVP with the details of your vessel. This is of critical importance, as we need to know in 
advance who will be arriving, so we can properly coordinate the order of the tie-ups, by size and 
weight of our vessels. More details about time and order of arrival will follow by email. Let’s get a 
big group together as we socialize and send our intrepid commodore up the mast!  

Commissioning Raft-Up 
Save-the-Date: Saturday, June 15 – AND NOTE… 
By James Robinson (Balance), Fleet Cruise Captain 

mailto:racing@mastheadcoveyc.org
https://tinyurl.com/RaftUpMCYC
https://tinyurl.com/RaftUpMCYC


Memorial Day Weekend Cruise 

By James Robinson (:ğƆğƓĻņ), Fleet Cruise Captain 

It's time! Our S/V’s are in (or almost in)!  The weather is turning warmer, days are getting longer, and the 
smell of spring is everywhere! This time of year, my brain cycles through thinking of so many upcoming 
cruising adventures one minute, while the next minute I’m trying to remember if I left Excedrin in my truck 
because my back hurts from painting the bottom!  Of course, I would open the bottle faster if my hands 
weren't so stiff from waxing! Oh, but it's a labor of love and now it's time to provision!  
 
After the boat splashed this year, I was doing the typical once over, going through every nook and cranny on 
the boat, cleaning, checking for leaks, etc. The typical ritual every sailor goes through after launching. This 
year however, I came across a floor panel I just couldn't remember ever opening before?! How could that 
be? Lo and behold, it was completely empty, but a vast amount of room for storage! That's a gold mine on a 
boat, right?  
 
I was so excited about the find, but couldn't understand how I had never come across this space before. 
So, I called Mary and shared the news and we talked about a million ideas of what we would store in there 
and how easily accessible it was. After much discussion, and very creative, spirited brainstorming, we both 
came to the exact same conclusion – can you imagine? Yes, unanimous I tell ‘ya! (Wait for it...). Yep, 
another liquor cabinet! Well, we are on a sailing vessel, right?! Now, while we don't wear ascots onboard, 
we will refer to it as the new "wine cellar!”  Welcome aboard! 
  
So, let's get on to cruising! A few very important reminders and upcoming dates we need all our members 
to be cognizant of! 
  
Our Memorial Day "Shakedown Cruise” to Port Jeff is upon us!  Most boats are heading there on Saturday, 
May 25. Some members are going to head out a day earlier on Friday, the 24th, as we plan to meet by 
dinghy in Pirates Cove that afternoon for some beach time before heading into town for dinner.   
 
We have a full schedule planned for all the days, including our deck party on the back porch of PJYC on 
Saturday night, followed by dinner in town. Sunday, we have a full slate of activities, culminating with the 
now infamous "King Kamehameha Games" on the beach, just north of the PJYC. We'll also be preparing 
and cooking personal pizzas on the beach after the games! This has been a fun event with great 
participation over the past few years. Make sure you bring your "A game,” as we have a few competitive 
souls among us! Scoring and prizes will be awarded! 
 
Look for the Memorial Day Float Plan link (survey) being sent by email, and PLEASE enter your info so we 
have a way to keep track of each vessel participating! This link is the only way you can also place your 
advance order for beach pizza! (Just sayin'!)  The full itinerary of the trip is also posted on the MCYC website 
for your review. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you out there! 






